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International seminar in Estonia

“Including physical disabilities in regular youth work. Reality or fantasy?”

June 12 - 17, 2012

We would like to invite your organisation to be our partner in an international seminar “Including physical disabilities in regular youth work. Reality or fantasy?” that will take place next summer in Estonia. 

The idea of the project has grown out from several previous projects that have been targeted to both youth workers and young people with and without disabilities. Our experience has shown that despite inclusion being a high priority, young people with disabilities still lack or have limited access to regular youth work services and activities (incl. trainings, all kind of projects, information etc.). Several workshops and trainings have proven that this is caused by number of reasons from both sides, including lack of knowledge and skills, physical and mental limits to accessibility, fears, attitude etc. Youth workers lack special training, which means they often do not know what kind of special needs should be addressed and how it should be done. At the same time young people with disabilities tend to have few contact with youth work resulting in less information about youth work services. This can result in young people with disabilities being isolated and marginalised as they have access only to specialized projects. 

The reason for organising this seminar is to bring together youth workers and youth information workers and young people with physical disabilities, to share good and bad practice. We invite to the seminar participants who already have experience and those for whom it is a new but intriguing topic. 

The overall aim of the project is to support youngsters with physical disabilities to have better access to relevant active citizenship information, projects and services, which could help them to be active and full members of society and labour market. 

The expected outcomes of the project are: 

· To share and collect examples – both best and worse practice; 

· To map the obstacles of inclusion of youngsters with physical disabilities; 

· To work out bases for a training course for youth workers about inclusion of youngsters with physical disabilities; 

· To increase the knowledge of young people with disabilities about youth work services. 

The working language will be English.

PRACTICAL INFORMATION:

Time: 12.- 17.06. 2012

Venue: Estonia. Exact location will be decided after financing decision. Participants will be accommodated in 2-person rooms.

Language: English

For who: 18 + participants. We invite mixed groups of 3 participants: 2 youth workers or your information workers and 1 participant aged 18-30 with any physical disabilities.

Participation fee: 30€ + 30% of travel costs 

We will apply for Youth in Action funding. 

Organizer: 

NGO HeadEst 

Estonia 

Contact person: Epp Adler

Tel +372 641 4526

Mob +372 52 03 872 

epp@headest.ee 

www.headest.ee
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